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Descriptive Summary 

Title: La Jolla Cove, RG005.05 
 
Dates: 1870 - Present 
 
Collection Number: RG005.05 
 
Creator/Collector: La Jolla Historical Society 
 
Extent: 1 linear foot 
 
Repository: La Jolla Historical Society, La Jolla, California 92037 
 
Abstract: The La Jolla Cove Collection is made up of photographs and archival material collected by the La Jolla 
Historical Society since the 1930s to use for historical research and reference.  The Collection contains material 
dedicated to the history of the La Jolla Cove, including Alligator Head and the old Bath Houses. The material pertains to 
the history and heritage of La Jolla, California; its people, places and events.  A container list is included on the PDF and 
HTML versions. 
 
Language of Material: English 

Access: The Collection is open for research 

Publication Rights: The La Jolla Historical Society holds the copyright to any unpublished materials 

Preferred Citation: Courtesy of the La Jolla Historical Society 

Acquisition Information: RG005.05 

Biography/Administrative History: The La Jolla Historical Society inspires and empowers the community to make La 
Jolla’s diverse past a relevant part of contemporary life. 

The La Jolla Historical Society’s Collections encompass over 80 years of actively collecting archival material, books, 
maps, scrapbooks, ephemera, fine art, newspapers, street and land use files, business and personal documents and 
historic and archaeological artifacts. The Society boasts over 20,000 photographs, over 1000 postcards, 400-plus 
architectural drawings and approximately 200 oral history recordings.  

Collecting was initiated by Howard Randolph and volunteers on the historical committee of the Library Association of La 
Jolla. The Collection began by gathering photographs and documentation in the late 1930s, which later became the 
nucleus of the La Jolla Historical Society’s Collections.  The Society was created in 1963.  

Through many moves in location the Society continued collecting and expanding. Accumulated Collections took on its 
current construct in 2010 after the renovation of the La Jolla Historical Society’s campus of structures in central La Jolla, 
which consists of the 1904 Wisteria Cottage and 1940s Balmer Annex used for exhibits and programming, and a 1909 
cottage used for business and research offices.  The late Ellen Browning Scripps’ 1916 automobile garage was also 
renovated and now houses the Collection in a modern collections storage facility. Materials are housed in archival boxes, 
sleeves, envelopes and other archival-safe materials and are cared for according to standards and best practices of the 
museum profession. In 2016, the Society initiated new PastPerfect Museum Software to manage and catalog its 
Collections and in 2018 started using the Online Archive of California to upload searchable information from its 



Collections to enable improved public access. The Society will continue these processes and look forward to utilizing 
new opportunities to collect, preserve and share the history of La Jolla. 

Scope and Content of Collection: The La Jolla Cove Collection is made up of photographs and archival material 
collected by the La Jolla Historical Society since the 1930s to use for historical research and reference.  The Collection 
contains material dedicated to the history of the La Jolla Cove, including Alligator Head and the old Bath Houses. The 
material pertains to the history and heritage of La Jolla, California; its people, places and events.  A container list is 
included on the PDF and HTML versions. 
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Container List 
 

RG005 – Subject Files Collection (Large) 
Box 05.1 – La Jolla Cove 

 

  

1870 - 1899  
 Photograph. Description with photo: “Probably taken soon after 

‘Brockton Villa’ (Upper right hand corner) was built in 1894.” Mills 
Collection.  

 Photograph. Depicts the beach and hillside houses (from left): “Idle 
Hours”, “Red Roost”, “Kalapacki”, “Red Rest/Neptune”, “Bellevue”, “La 
Bonita” and first bath house. “1897.” 

 Photograph. Two copies. Taken from the beach facing Alligator Head. 
“1899” 

 Photograph. Two copies. Description with photo: “Picture taken from 
position west of Alligator Head – Depicts part of old ‘Mushroom Rock’.” 
“1899.” 

 Photograph. Description with photo: “Depicts first bath house and 
swings on the cliff, people on beach.” “1894-1905.” 

 Photograph. Depicts old wooden staircase down to the beach, and 
several men surrounding a wooden dinghy. “1894-1905.” 

 Photograph. Depicts the “Viking”, a ship launched in 1900, under 
construction by the first bath house. 1899. 

 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head as well as the swings and the first 
bath house. The “Viking” can be seen under construction. c. 1899-1900 

 Photograph. Depicts beach and houses on the hillside. The “Red Rest”, 
“Red Roost/Neptune”, and “Kalapacki” are among them. “Sept 1897” 
written on the back. 

 Photograph. Taken facing inland. Depicts family having a picnic. 
Several stagecoaches and horses are behind them. “1870s” written on 
back. 

 Photograph. Several people beside tents and a building in the 
foreground. The first bath house can be seen in the background. “July 
28, 1893” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts people on the beach and the “Brockton Villa” on 
the hillside. “1894” 

 Photograph. Depicts the beach and buildings on hillside: (from left) 
“Brockton Villa”, “Green Dragon”, and “The Breakers”. “About 1897" 

1900 - 1909  
 Photograph. Original and one copy. Depicts several people posing in 

swimming suits on the beach by Alligator Head. “1903” written on 
back. 

 Photograph. Depicts six people and a dog on the beach. “Brockton 
Villa” can be seen in the background. “About 1903” written on 
description card. 



 Photograph. Colorized. Depicts the beach and buildings on 
southeastern hillside. “Brockton Villa” is visible. “1908” written on 
front. 

 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head, swings and the first bath house. “c. 
1900” written on description.  

 Photograph. Depicts beach and buildings on hillside. “Brockton Villa”, 
“Green Dragon”, and “Red Roost.” “Early 1900s” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts crowd gathered at beach watching a small boat 
head out. “c. 1900” written on back. 

 Photograph. A man poses standing on a rock on the beach. Description 
on back of photo: “A visitor from Chicago about 1903.” 

 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head, swings on cliffs, and the first bath 
house. Several small boats canoes line the beach. “1901” printed on 
back. 

 Photograph. Depicts young girl posing in the water, four others behind 
her. “1902” written on front. 

 Photograph. Depicts man standing on rocks north of Alligator Head, 
facing towards the ocean. “1902-03” written on description card. 

 Photograph. Depicts view of the beach, swings, and the first bath 
house. Rock formations in foreground. “1902-03” written on 
description card. 

 Collection of 4 photographs. Show waves breaking on the cliffs and 
rock formations. “1902 03” written on description card. 

 Photograph. Depicts western view of Alligator Head and swings. 
Several canoes and people line the beach. “Photographed 1903” 
written on back.  

 Photograph. Depicts eastern view of the beach. “Brockton Villa” and 
“Green Dragon” can be seen on hillside. “1903” written on front. 

 Photograph. Depicts several young boys and a dog on Alligator Head. 
Several buildings can be seen on the hillside. “1903” written on front. 

 Photograph. Depicts crowd of young children, mostly girls, gathered at 
the shoreline. Alligator Head can be seen in the background. “1903” 
written on front. 

 Photograph. Depicts several men and women knee-deep in the water. 
“1903” written on front. 

 Photograph. Depicts eastern side of Alligator Head and the beach. A 
group of people can be seen atop the cliffs in the distance. “1903” 
written on front. 

 Photograph. Depicts waves breaking on rocks east of Alligator Head. 
boat can be seen on the water in the distance. “About 1903” written on 
back. 

 Photograph. Depicts waves breaking and Alligator Head. The Biological 
Station & Aquarium and the second bath house can be seen. “1906” 
written in margins. 

 Photograph. Depicts La Jolla coastline and cliffs. “1906” written on 
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neighboring photo, date otherwise unknown. 
 Photograph. Depicts the Biological Station and the first bath house. 

Taken east of Alligator Head from the beach. “1906” written on front.  
 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head rock formation. No other subjects. 

“1906” written on neighboring photo, date otherwise unknown. 
 Photograph. Depicts waves and rock formations beside Alligator Head. 

“1906” written on neighboring photo, date otherwise unknown. 
 Photograph. Depicts the silhouette of a building against the setting sun 

over the ocean. “1906” written on neighboring photo, date otherwise 
unknown. 

 Photograph. Elliptical photo of Alligator Head with the ocean in the 
background. “Alligator Head at the Cove. 1907” written on the front. 

 Photograph. Family of 5 seated on the beach. Accompanying letter: 
“Frank Noelton family of San Diego 1908.” 

 Photograph. Taken from Goldfish Point, the Cove can be seen in the 
distance. “1906” written on front. 

 Photograph. Taken from Alligator Head facing east. Several buildings 
can be seen on the hillside, including “Brockton Villa,” “Green Dragon,” 
and “Red Roost” / “Neptune.” “1904” written on back. 

 Photograph. Description with photo: “Taken from a boat at The Cove 
looking toward Coast Blvd coming up hill toward Cave House.” “March 
1904” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts the beach and surrounding hillside. Several 
canoes are on the shore, and the first bath house can be seen. “about 
1905” written on front. 

 3 Photographs in a case.  
1st Photo: “Mother and me (Marion Kenyon) Dec. 1905, La Jolla Park” 
written beside photo. Several people swimming in the water, two “X’s” 
mark Kenyon and her mother. 
2nd Photo: “Bathhouse and Aquarium 1906” written beside photo. 
Second bath house and Biological Station can be seen. 
3rd Photo: “The Cove on a stormy day! View from rocks around 
Alligator Head looking toward Brockton Villa; Cottage on Coast Blvd. at 
extreme right. June 1950” written beside photo. 

 Photograph. Depicts the beach and buildings on the hillside. “La Jolla 
early Thanksgiving Day, 1908” written on back. 

 Watercolor Painting. “Alligator Head by Miss Josephine T. Chase about 
1905” written on back. 

 3 Photographs in a case. 
1st Photo: Close up of Alligator Head’s western side. Date unknown. 
2nd Photo: Depicts Alligator Head from the east. “1904” written on 
description card. 
3rd Photo: Depicts miscellaneous rock formations. “1904” written on 
description card. 

 Photograph. Depicts second bath house and a crowded beach. “Sunday 



Aug 26, 1906. 11:40 AM” written on front. 
 Photograph. Depicts 5 young women on a large rock. Description with 

photo: “This large rock was near the cliff and was for many years a 
danger spot at the Cove. [This] picture shows ‘Miss Julia Wyman’ on 
rock.” “About 1899-1900” written on description. 

 Photograph. Several women, children, and an older man sitting or 
leaning on a large rock on the beach. Mrs. Marion Porter Grace, Marion 
Helen, Porter, John, and Dr. McIntyre are identified by accompanying 
description card. “About 1899-1900” written on description card. 

 Photograph. Depicts several people on the beach. The first bath house 
and swings can be seen. “Xmas 1905” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts several people on the beach. The swings can be 
seen. “Xmas 1905” written on back.  

 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head. 6 people can be seen atop it. 
“1903” written on front. 

 Photograph. Taken from the Children’s Pool facing the Cove. “1904” 
written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts people swimming and walking along the beach. 
Alligator Head can be seen. “March 1904” written on description card. 

 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head and the beach. Two men can be 
seen pulling boats. “March 1904” written on description card. 

 Photograph. Description on photo: “1904 La Jolla. Bathing cove + 
cottages. This shows how the cottages are built all the way up the very 
steep hill. It is much steeper than it looks.” 

1910 – 1919  
 Photograph. A group of women walk along the beach. “Brockton Villa” 

can be seen. “1914” written on front. 
 Photograph. Woman fishing at the beach. “1903” written on back. 
 Photograph. Wide shot of a few people on beach and two small girls in 

the foreground. The second bath house can be seen. “New Years 1918” 
written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts several children at the beach. “A Sunday School 
Picnic at Cove about 1910” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts close-up of Alligator Head from the west. “Circa 
1910”written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts around a dozen people lounging on the beach. 6 
people identified on back: “Albert McCartney, Albert Gates, Louise 
Hampton, Elizabeth Clapp, F. Walton Brown, and Francis Bear.” “1912 
written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head from the west, a figure seated atop. 
“Circa 1910” written on description. 

 4 Photographs in a case. 
1st & 2nd: Depicts Alligator Head from the west, with waves breaking 
against it. “1925” written on back. 
3rd: Depicts several people at the beach, the second bath house barely 
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visible. “1911” written on front. 
4th: Depicts Alligator Head and a few figures on the beach. 

 Photograph. Description with photo: “Upper view from the Jane Easton 
collection is before 1911, showing only the telephone poles and in 
houses 3 or 4 of the Green Dragon Colony from Prospect to Coast, 
Brockton Villa, Cozy Nook, and Idle Hours on Coast, Glencoe Apts. and 
Breakers above.” 

 Photograph. Depicts several people and 4 boats on the beach. “1912 or 
13” written on back. 

 Photograph. Taken from one of the hillside buildings, depicts Alligator 
head, the second bath house, and the Biological Station & Aquarium. 
“July 1913” written on margins. 

 Photograph. Depicts many people on the beach and buildings on the 
hillside. Neighboring photos dated 1918, date otherwise unknown. 

 Photograph. Depicts a few people diving off rocks on eastern side of 
the Cove. “1918” written beside photo. 

 Photograph. Depicts 4 women and 5 men having a picnic at the beach. 
“1918” written beside photo. 

 Photograph. Depicts a highly crowded beach. Taken from second bath 
house. 1906 – 1924. 

 Photograph. Depicts a nearly empty beach. A man tugs a rowboat 
inland. Neighboring photo dated 1918, date otherwise unknown.  

 Photograph. Depicts waves breaking on rocks and around a dozen 
people on the beach. “1918” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts the beach and buildings on the hillside. “1908-
1919” written on back. 

 Photograph. Wide panoramic of the Cove taken from the beach. “1918” 
written on back. 

 Photograph. La Jolla Cove with sunbathers. Glass-bottom boat. 1917. 
 Photograph. La Jolla Cove glass-bottom boat. 1917. 
 Photograph. Two “flying boats.” 1917. 
 Photograph. Three people at La Jolla caves and tidepools. 1917. 
 Photograph. People sitting in sand underneath a cave at the Cove. Man 

standing on top of rocks in WWI army uniform. 1917. 
 Photograph. View of Cove with sunbathers, swimmers and small boat. 

1917. 
 Photograph. The Cove. Couple with dog covered with sand. 1917. 
 Photograph. The Cove. Woman and two children with dog covered 

with sand. 1917. 
 Photograph. The Cove. Two children with dog covered with sand. 

Swimming platform in the water in the distance. 1917. 
 Photograph. Taken from inside cave looking out. 1917. 
 Photographs (2). Taken from top of caves looking down to caves and 

water. 1917. 
 Photographs. Caves with people sitting on rocks in the foreground. 



1917. 
 Photograph. Shoreline view looking north. 1917. 
1920 -1929  
 Photograph. Wide shot depicting a highly crowded beach and street. 

“1924” written on back. 
 Photograph. Depicts waves breaking on Alligator Head’s east side. 

“1925” written on back. 
 Photograph. Depicts waves breaking on Alligator Head’s west side. 

“1925” written on front. 
 Photograph. Depicts man diving off springboard on rocks east of the 

Cove. A sailboat can be seen in the distance. “1924” written on 
accompanying note. 

 Photograph. Description with photo: “Alligator Head and Cove and 
garages below the Green Dragon Colony – Coast Blvd. as viewed from 
the home of Miss Josephine Seaman about 1925.” 

 Photograph. Description with photo: “Shoreline as viewed from home 
of Miss Josephine Seaman about 1925. 1369 Coast Blvd.” 

 Photograph. Depicts a highly crowded beach. “July 4 – 1924” written 
on back. 

 Photograph. Description with photo: “Small snapshot of Cove, early 
1920s.” 

 Photograph. Description with photo: “Looking over Cove to Alligator 
Head. G.C String photo, taken about 1921.” 

 Photograph. Depicts Cove from distal end of Alligator Head. Many 
buildings on hillside and the second bath house can be seen. “About 
1920” written on back. 

 Photograph.  Depicts a modestly crowded beach. The second bath 
house can be seen. “Before 1925” written on back. 

 Print of Oil Painting by Merla Wells Patton. Depicts the shoreline and 
cliffs. “1921” written on front. 

1930 – 1939  
 Photograph. Depicts a crowded beach and a number of boats. “About 

1934” written on front. 
 Photograph. Taken facing Alligator Head, depicts the beach and the 

western concrete stairway. “February 15, 1939” written on description 
card. 

 Photograph. Taken facing east, depicts many buildings on the hillside, 
including the “Valencia Hotel” and Red Rest. The eastern concrete 
stairway can be seen. “February 15, 1939” written on description card. 

 Photograph. Taken facing Alligator head, depicts the beach and the  
western wooden stairway. “Taken June 10, 1938” written on 
description card. 

 Photograph. Taken facing east, depicts many buildings on the hillside 
and the eastern wooden stairway. “Taken June 10, 1938” written on 
description card. 
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 Photograph. Depicts the Cove from the eastern cliffs. “Aug 28, 1931” 
stamped on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head from the eastern rocks on the 
Cove. Western wooden staircase can be seen. “Aug 19, 1931” written 
on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts western view of the beach and buildings on the 
hillside. “La Jolla Cove 1986” written on back. 

 Photograph. A close-up shot of a sign on the beach saying, “Closed Do 
Not Enter.” “1/83” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts a small crowd of people gathered at the railing 
overlooking Alligator Head. “1/83” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts the northern coastline in the background, with a 
palm tree trunk in the immediate foreground. “5-82” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts the Cove and surrounding area from an eastern 
high vantage point. Coast Blvd can be seen in the foreground. “5–‘82” 
written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts a few people on the beach. Many buildings seen 
on hillside. “c. 1980” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts a western view of a sparsely populated beach. 
“Mar 20, 1975” stamped on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts many cliffside budding flowers and succulents in 
the foreground, Alligator Head in the background. “1977” written on 
back. 

 Photograph. Depicts waves breaking on rocks in the foreground, with 
the Cove in the background. “1981” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts the beach and surrounding cliffs from the western 
staircase. “1973” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts a modestly crowded beach and some portion of 
the park. “1960” written on back. 

 Photograph. Depicts a modestly crowded beach. Alligator Head can be 
seen. “1960” written on back. 

 Magazine advertisement. Description with photo: “Two pictures 
comparing the Cove in 1898 to a picture taken in the 1960’s.” 

 Photograph. Depicts the Cove at high tide. Only a few people are in the 
water. “9/20/90” written on back. 

1940 - 1949  
 Photograph. Group of four people, one an infant, at the Cove sitting on 

the rocks. View of cottages above. c1910. 
 Photograph. People sunbathing and wading at The Cove. View of 

cottages above. c1910. 
No Date #1  
 Photograph. Depicts the eastern hillside and buildings from rocks by 

Alligator Head. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach and neighboring park. Large white 

building can be seen in background. Concrete stairways and walkways 



are present. 
 Photograph. Depicts a man and woman sunning themselves on the 

beach beneath a parasol, wearing very concealing swim wear. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach and the cave by Alligator Head. Many 

multi-story buildings line the hillside. 
 Photograph. Depicts the Cove from Alligator Head. The hillside is 

sparsely populated with buildings and the second bath house can be 
seen. 

 Photograph. Depicts a crown of people gathered around several small 
motorboats on the beach. 

 4 Photographs in a case. 
1st Photo: Depicts Alligator Head and cottages on hillside. 
2nd Photo: Depicts a wave breaking on rocks southwest of Alligator 
Head. 
3rd Photo: Elliptical photo of the sunset over the horizon. 
4th Photo: Depicts waves breaking just off a beach. 

 Photograph. Depicts a moderately crowded beach with some 
rowboats. The old wooden staircase can be seen.  

 3 Photographs in a case. 
1st Photo: Taken facing Alligator Head, depicts a highly crowded beach. 
Most men are in suits, and the women mostly in dresses. 
2nd Photo: Taken facing inland from the west, presumably the same 
day, with a crowded beach. 
3rd Photo: Taken from same spot as previous photo, this time, showing 
more of the water. 

 Photograph. Depicts cottages on the hillside and a sparse beach. The 
first bath house can be seen on the far right. 

 Photograph. Taken from South Casa Beach facing southwest. Ellen 
Scripps’ home can be seen. 

 Photograph. Depicts well-dressed people walking, sitting, and wading 
in the water at the beach. 

 Photograph. Depicts eastern side of the Cove. The “Brockton Villa” can 
be seen. Coast Blvd is unpaved. 

 Photograph. Depicts two men posing with fishing rods in front of 
several fish. The second bath house can be seen in the background. 

 Photograph. Depicts a little girl posing in the foreground of a rock 
formation. An older boy can be seen also posing in the background 
through a hole in the rock. 

 Photograph. Depicts an empty beach and Alligator Head. The old 
wooden staircase is visible. 

 Photograph. Depicts several well-dressed people on the beach and on 
the cliff. Only 3 buildings present on the sparse hillside: “Brockton 
Villa,” “Red Rest / Neptune” and the “Green Dragon.” 

 Photograph. Depicts the Cove and Alligator Head, several people on the 
beach. Concrete staircases can be seen. 
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 Photograph. Description with photo: “Alligator Head with swings and 
rings, first bath house.” 

 Photograph. Depicts the hillside and an unpaved Coast Blvd from 
Alligator Head. A small building under construction.  

 Photograph. Depicts waves breaking on rocks. Coastline visible. 
 Photograph. Depicts several cottages on the hillside and beach. 
 Photograph. Description with photo: “Summer house and rocks by 

Cove Park, now Ellen B. Scripps Park.” 
 Photograph. Depicts the pavilion by the Cove. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach and Alligator Head. Second bath house 

can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts Coast Blvd from rocks by Alligator Head. 

“Brockton Villa” and “Green Dragon” can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts Coast Blvd and the Cove from Goldfish Point. A 

modern streetlamp is visible. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach and Alligator Head. Alligator Head Arch 

is not intact. 
 Photograph. Depicts an empty beach at high tide. Wooden staircase 

can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts a crowded beach. Beachgoers wearing more 

modern swimwear.  
 Photograph. Taken from cave at the Cove facing the beach. A telephone 

pole and a car can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts the Cove and Alligator Head. Surrounding land 

completely vacant of buildings. 
 Photograph. Depicts the second bath house and the Biological Station 

& Aquarium. 
 Photograph. Depicts first bath house and swings. Biological Station & 

Aquarium can be seen under construction. 
 Photograph. Depicts the Cove from about Goldfish Point. Swings can be 

seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head and swings. 
 Photograph. Depicts a highly packed beach. Men wearing suits, and 

women wearing long dresses or skirts. 
 Photograph. Description with photo: “Crane removing rock from 

Cove.” 
 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head from afar. A horse pulling 

something, and a hitching post can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts a young boy on the beach and two others in the 

water. All dressed in high-coverage swimwear. 
 Photograph. Depicts the Cove with swings just barely visible. A 

wooden sign can also be seen atop of Alligator Head. 
 Photograph. Depicts waves breaking along the eastern Cove. “Brockton 

Villa” and other cottages are visible. 
 Photograph. Depicts several people on the beach with umbrellas. The 



wooden staircase and a pipe leading out to the beach are visible. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach from rocks by Alligator Head. The first 

bath house and the early cottages can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts beach and a hillside dotted by only a few cottages. 

A horse-drawn buggy and tents can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts two young men in just swim trunks jumping off 

rocks into the water. 
 Photograph. Depicts many people and rowboats on the beach. An early 

car can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts Alligator head and many people in the water. 

People ashore are dressed in suits or dresses. 
 Photograph. Depicts the eastern hillside semi-populated with buildings 

and cottages. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach. Women wearing bikinis, and men 

wearing trunks. Alligator Head Arch appears intact. 
 Photograph. Depicts a man and woman seated on a rock by a beach. 

Woman wearing feathered hat and frilly dress. 
 Photograph. Depicts waves breaking on rocks. 
 Photograph. Depicts a few children on the beach, and a hillside semi-

populated with buildings and cottages. 
 Photograph. Depicts Mushroom rock and Alligator Head in foreground, 

with only a few hillside cottages in the background. 
 Photograph. Panoramic depicting the second bath house and cottages 

on the hillside. 
 Photograph. Depicts a populated beach. Alligator Head Arch is intact, 

photograph is in color, and swimwear is more revealing. 
No Date #2   
 Photograph. Depicts the eastern Cove and the shoreline beyond. Many 

buildings in distance, and car can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts the eastern Cove from the beach. Very few 

buildings on hillside, “Brockton Villa” being one of them. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach and many early cottages from rocks by 

Alligator Head. The first bath house can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts eastern Cove and cliffs. Very few buildings along 

cliffs.  
 Photograph. Depicts four men in dress shirts and ties posing in front of 

building for boats. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach and the eastern Cove. Volkswagen van 

is visible along Coast Blvd. 
 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head and part of beach. Many canoes 

and wooden staircase visible. 
 Photograph. Description with photo: “View of the Cove taken from La 

Jolla Shores.” 
 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head at low tide. A few men are seen 

atop the rocks. 
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 Photograph. Depicts a multitude of sea lions swimming in water. 
 Photograph. Depicts Alligator Head at low tide. “Elite Studio” printed 

on margins. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach from Alligator Head. Many early 

cottages and the first bath house can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts two women standing on a rock on the beach. Both 

wearing dresses as swimwear. 
 Photograph. Depicts the eastern hills from Alligator Head. The hillside 

is populated almost entirely by cottages and homes. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach and eastern hillside. Early cars can be 

seen along a paved Coast Blvd. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach and eastern hillside. The “Red Rest / 

Neptune,” the “Brockton Villa” and the “Green Dragon” are the only 
buildings visible. A horse-drawn buggy can be seen. 

 Photograph. Depicts the Cove from the eastern hillside. The first bath 
house, the “Red Rest / Neptune”, and the “Red Roost” are the only large 
buildings visible. 

 Photograph. Depicts the Cove from the air. The Valencia can be seen. 
 Photograph. Depicts a crowded Cove. A rowboat can be seen heading 

out. The hillside is sparsely populated by only a few buildings. 
 Photograph. Depicts the beach from rocks by Alligator Head. The first 

bath house and early cottages can be seen. 
 Photograph. Postcard-like. View of shoreline and beach looking north. 

Four people on beach. Belvedere on top of cliff.  
 Photograph. Postcard-like. Alligator Head and Cove. People sitting on 

benches on top of Cove. 
 Copy. Photograph. Fisherman landing in boat at Cove with three men 

on the shore. 
 Photograph. Bathers at the Cove. Alligator Head. 
 Photograph. Cottage with two women sitting on porch. One with 

parasol.  
 Photograph. Sunbathers at the Cove. Two women in forefront in 

regular clothing. One woman has a parasol and the other a large hat 
with large flowers on top.  

 Photograph. The Cove, taking from the rocks toward the beach. Bath 
House on top of the cliff. Sunbathers on beach with cottage visible on 
hill in background. 

 Photograph. Group of people sitting on sand at the Cove. Some are 
under an umbrella. Bath House, boats and biological station in 
background.  

 Photograph. Seven people sitting in a row on the beach at the Cove 
with their feet in the sand. Bath House in background. 

 



 

 

RG005 – Subject Files (Large) Collection 
Box 05.2 – La Jolla Cove 1894 – 1986. 

 

  
Cove / Alligator 
Head 

 

 Newspaper article. “Old La Jolla Landmark is Destroyed.” “1954” 
written on front. 

 Newspaper article. “Landmark To Go: City.” La Jolla Sentinel. August 3, 
1955. 

 Newspaper article (editorial). “Let’s restore our landmark.” “January 
16, 1976.” 

 2 Photographs with captions. Excerpt: “A section of Alligator Head at 
the Cove collapsed during storms last week.” “January 12, 1978.” 

 Newspaper article (editorial). “Alligator problems.” La Jolla Light. 
January 12, 1978. 

 Newspaper article (letter to the editor). “Views on our alligator.” La 
Jolla Light. “January 26, 1978” 

 Newspaper article. “More than man at work on La Jolla.” La Jolla Light. 
February 8, 1990. 

 2 Photographs with captions. Excerpt: “High, pounding surf destroyed 
the arch at Alligator Point early yesterday at the La Jolla Cove. 

 Newspaper article. “Cove tower: Save, raze.” “September 17, 1978.” 
 Newspaper article. “Priorities set for coast improvements.” La Jolla 

Light. “January 17, 1991” 
 Newspaper article. “A $390,000 cosmetics bill.” La Jolla Light. “April 9, 

1992.” 
 Newspaper article. “Cove wall needs repairs.” La Jolla Light. “May 2, 

1996.” 
 Newspaper article. “Cove seawall falling down, falling down.” La Jolla 

Village News. “January 29, 1998.” 
 Newspaper article. “Cove stairs slated for replacement.” La Jolla Village 

News. February 11, 1999. 
 Memorandum. “FY 2000 Coastal Infrastructure & Facilities Fund 

Project Summary.” City of San Diego and San Diego City Council. 
Tuesday, August 3, 1999. 

 Notice of Application. “Coastal Development Permit and a Site 
Development Permit for Environmentally Sensitive Lands.” City of San 
Diego. February 10, 2003. 

 Poll and photograph with caption. “As a registered Democrat, who will 
get your vote in the presidential primary?” and “Breaking ground at 
the Cove” respectively. February 16, 2004. 

 Newspaper article. “Challenging the Clam: Youths Brave Rocks in Rite 
of Summer.” Los Angeles Times. “September 2.” 



 Newspaper article. “Tragedy strikes La Jolla Cove.” La Jolla Village 
News. “March 8, 1996.” 

 Essay contest entry (excerpt). “A Teenager Enjoyed the Golden Years 
of La Jolla” by Barbara Gaines Dawson. 1982 Adult Essay Contest. 

 Essay contest entry (excerpt). “Some Memories of La Jolla Childhood” 
by Nancy Cameron Johnstone. 1982 Adult Essay Contest. 

 Magazine cover and accompanying article. Features a painting  of the 
Cove by Alson Clark. Touring Topics. “September 1928.” 

 Reproduction of photograph. Depicts people facing the ocean at the 
Cove. Description with photo: “From booklet prepared by Las Patronas 
Society for the 1980 Jewel Ball.” 

 Photograph with caption: “La Jolla Cove, 1896. Alligator Rock, looking 
back across the cove.” “La Jolla Sun.” “March 18, 1981.” 

 Article (publicity). “California Southland: La Jolla.” January 1929. 
 Newspaper article. “Oldenkamp’s pinhole photos exhibited here.” 

August 4, 1977. 
 Newspaper cover photo with caption. Excerpt: “Photo of La Jolla Cove 

taken in March, 1906…” La Jolla Light. May 22, 1969.  
 Newspaper article (excerpt). “Seaside sightseeing.” 
 Photograph with caption. Excerpt: “La Jolla’s shoreline was packed 

with residents and visitors […] over a truly glorious Fourth of July 
weekend.” La Jolla Sentinel. “August 3, 1955.” 

 Newspaper article. “La Jolla Cove Work to Start In 20 Days.” “May 15, 
1938.” 

 Photo with caption. Excerpt: “This was the scene on Sunday morning, 
Aug. 26,1906 in the Cove at La Jolla.” May 26, 1954. 

 Newspaper article (editorial). “La Jolla Harbors Wealth, High-Rises – 
And Gripes.” The San Diego Union. May 14, 1978. 

 Newspaper article. “Beach for All Reasons.” The San Diego Union. 
August 22, 1978. 

 Newspaper article. “Cove: century of seaside sightseeing.” La Jolla 
Light. “May 15, 1980.” 

 2 Photographs with captions. “Yesterday and Today.” La Jolla Light. 
“March 12, 1981.” 

 Newspaper article. “La Jolla Cove: a cult and culture all its own.” La 
Jolla Light. September 1, 1983. 

 Newspaper article. “The king of the jungle guards the ocean floor.” 
“July 12, 1984.” 

 Newspaper article. “Vendors near Cove likely.” La Jolla Light. March 22, 
1984. 

 Newspaper article (letter to the editor). “Out-of-towner suggestion.” La 
Jolla Light. “September 20, 1984.” 

 Newspaper article. “Firework display planned for the Cove.” La Jolla 
Light. “June 26,1986.” 

 Newspaper article. “Big brown ‘bloom’ at the Cove.” La Jolla Light. 



 

 

“August 4, 1986.” 
 Newspaper article. “Swimmers brave dark at Cove.” La Jolla Light. 

August 21, 1986. 
 Newspaper article. “La Jolla Bunch remembers good times at Cove.” La 

Jolla Light. “August 21, 1986.” 
 Newspaper article. “More on the foam in the ocean.” La Jolla Light. 

“August 18, 1986.” 
 Newspaper article. “Historical exhibit explores vacations.” La Jolla 

Light. “April 22, 1992.” 
 Newspaper article. “Living the good life in an oceanside jewel.” The 

Globe and Mail. September 2, 1992. 
 Newspaper article. “See ya’ Wednesday night at the Cove.”  
 Excerpt from website. “San Diego’s La Jolla Cove.” The City of San Diego 

(sandiego.gov). February 2, 2005. 
 Air mail envelope. Stamp on back depicts a plane flying over the La 

Jolla Cove. “May 15 – 21, 1938.” 
 Photograph with caption. An aerial photograph of the Cove’s beach. 
 Promotional booklet (self-guided tour). “Walk Around the Cove: 1.5 

Mile Circle Walk.” Produced by La Jolla Historical Society. 1997. 
 Newspaper article. “Swimmer struck by motorboat.” La Jolla Light. 

“May 29, 1986.” 
 Newspaper article. “Swimmers urge boat-free zone.” La Jolla Light. 

June 5, 1986. 
 Newspaper article. “Petition calls for boat ban.” La Jolla Light. “June 12, 

1986.” 
 Newspaper article. “Fishermen concerned over swim zone.” La Jolla 

Light. “June 26, 1986.” 
 Newspaper article (editorial). “Boat-free zone for the Cove.” July 24, 

1986. 
 Cartoon. Depicts a council hearing involving a boat-free zone for La 

Jolla Cove. La Jolla Light. July 24, 1986. 
 Newspaper article. “Compromise swim zone proposed.” La Jolla Light.  
 Newspaper article. “City looks favorably on swim zone.” La Jolla Light. 

“August 7, 1986.” 
 Newspaper article. “Boat-free zone sinks; speed zone and swim course 

are still afloat.” La Jolla Light. “August 21, 1986.” 
 Newspaper article. “Council panel endorses boat-free swim zone.” La 

Jolla Light. “September 18, 1986.” 
 Newspaper article. “Coastal Commission approves boat-free zone at La 

Jolla Cove.” The Tribune. “December 13, 1986.” 
 Newspaper article. “City Council Oks boat-free zone at La Jolla Cove.” 

La Jolla Light. “May 7, 1987.” 
 Newspaper article. “New Cove buoys draw complaints.” La Jolla Light. 

“June 18, 1987.” 
  Pamphlet page. Titled “La Jolla Concerts by the Sea”, along with a 



corresponding logo. 
 Promotional pamphlet. “La Jolla Motor Car Classic at the Cove.” Took 

place on January 16, 2005. 
 Promotional poster. “20th Annual Lights Over the Cove.” Took place on 

July 4, 2004. 
 Manuscript. “The ‘Wall’.” A detailed description of the cliff wall along 

Coast Blvd. Sometime after 1990.  
La Jolla Cove 
(Land Use) 

 

 Environmental Impact Report. “La Jolla Cove Wall Replacement.” The 
City of San Diego Development Services Department. July 11, 2003. 

 Notice of Application for Coastal Development Permit and Site 
Development Permit. “La Jolla Cove Wall / Bluff.” The City of San Diego 
Development Services Department. September 12, 2002. 

 Notice of Public Hearing for Coastal Development Permit and Site 
Development Permit. “La Jolla Cove Wall / Bluff.” The City of San Diego 
Development Services Department. October 20, 2003. 

The Cove: 1894 – 
1904 

 

 Booklet. Collection of photographs printed from negatives of the Cove. 
Contains a total of 34 photos, among which are photographs of 
Alligator Head, the beach, Red Rest, Neptune, Red Roost, The Breakers, 
Green Dragon, Brockton Villa, swings, The Viking, the first bath house, 
the Chase & Ludington Store, Merrimac, and the Kalapacki, among 
other subjects. 

The Cove: 1906 - 
1920 

 

 Booklet. Collection of photographs printed from negatives of the Cove. 
Contains a total of 29 photos, among which are photographs of 
Alligator Head, the beach, Red Rest, Green Dragon, The Breakers, 
Brockton Villa, Red Roost, La Valencia Hotel, the Biological Station / 
Aquarium, the second bath house, and Ellen Browning Scripps Park, 
among other subjects.  

The Cove: 1921 - 
1986 

 

 Booklet. Collection of photographs printed from negatives of the Cove. 
Contains a total of 29 photos, among which are photographs of 
Alligator Head, the beach, Red Rest, Green Dragon Colony, Brockton 
Villa, Red Roost, The La Jolla Bridge and Shuffleboard Club, La Valencia 
Hotel and the second bath house, among other subjects. 
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